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“We hope we would have
chosen life on our own, but we're
not sure we would have,”

said Brock and Alyssa (shown).



Every week, 55 WOMeEN walk through our doors in Hammond.

On the surface, they come for pregnancy tests and ultrasounds. But, if you look more deeply, they come —
and continue to come — because they are met with unconditional love. In this environment, a woman is able

to recognize her own dignity and feel genuinely valued. And nine times out of ten, this leads to a choice for life.

Thanks to donors like YOU, Women'’s Care Center will serve over 25,000
women in the year ahead in eight states (and growing)! You have made us

the largest, most life-saving pregnancy resource center in American history.
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“If  hadn’t seen her on the
ultrasound, | don't think my baby
would be here today,’

says Lauren (shown).




You make it possible for women to participate in the miracle of ultrasound.

When pregnant women are genuinely valued, they are able to view an ultrasound and overcome

fears to make a decision rooted in love.

It is no wonder that every community with a Women's Care Center has seen

exceptional abortion declines. And locally, in the short time since we opened on
Indianapolis Boulevard, the number of women having abortions from our community

has declined 38%. 3D/4D ultrasound

When Sheryl and Ben went for an ultrasound, they had not planned to look at the screen.
But Sheryl could not keep herself from peeking. “I saw his little feet moving,’ she said.
“It’s difficult to put into words, but there he was in front of us. There was no way

either of us could go through with an abortion.”

Sheryl and Ben chose life for baby Elliot. She says, “We love him so much!”
She also says of Ben, “We have a new respect for each other. Ben works really

hard to provide, and he respects me for how | take care of our baby.”

Ben, Shery! and Elliot



“The thought of being a first-time mom was scary.
| wasn’t ready to be a mom. I've never been in a
situation where you have to choose life or death,’

says Levi's mom Brittany. “I chose life!”

Brittany says, “Levi motivates me." She plans to start college courses
in the fall, and wants to give back to help others, saying, “l would love

to be a counselor or something in the medical field.”

Baby Levi
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long after a baby is born, sometimes for years. It's a ripple effect.
A decision for life oftentimes leads to many other good decisions.

llyssa and Tevin had their future mapped out. He was in graduate school studying physical

therapy, and they planned to get married after that. But pregnancy wasn't in the plan.

llyssa’s first thought was Planned Parenthood, but she says, “just being on their website freaked

me out. There was a drop down menu and one of the options was to schedule an abortion.

It just seemed so impersonal”” So llyssa Googled “free pregnancy tests” and found us!

llyssa, Tevin and Ashton

Visiting with a counselor changed everything.

“It made me realize this wasn’t the end of the world. | felt at home/

Tevin participated in our Strong Fathers class, and llyssa enjoyed First Time Mom:s.

And every night during the pregnancy, the couple read to their baby from a

Dr. Seuss book their counselor gave them.

llyssa says they hope to give back to Women’s Care Center one day for the

blessings on her family.
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You not only help women choose life, but you also help them create a life.

Moms and dads are encouraged to work hard, attend parenting classes, set goals and stay in school.

And thanks to your generous support, every small child who visits one of our centers leaves with books

to encourage a love of reading.

Left:
By participating in education,
families earn vital baby necessities

(cribs, diapers and new baby

clothing) through the Crib Club.

Above:

Young families
participate in story hour

at Women'’s Care Center.



Baby’@lfver’s mom and dad
got married and learned
to become great parents

by attending

35 parenting classes.



Esmerelda’s twins Leilani and Delilah

Esmerelda says, “It was nerve-racking. I didn’t want to be pregnant.” But once she

sat down with our counselor to talk, she started feeling “really comfortable and supported.”

Her decision for life led to a decision to marry her boyfriend. Esmerelda now says, “having
the babies brought us closer together. | just love watching him play with the girls.
He is such a good dad.”




WE ARE GRATEFUL TO OUR 2016 DONORS! $1,000-$2,499 Life Partners

Asian American Medical Association
Patrick & Edith Downes
Janet F. Furman

Due to limited space, we have listed donors who are Life Partners and above.

ARy t!\at ALL donations, 325,000-349,999 Life Angels Holy Name Parish, Cedar Lake
regardless of size, are much needed Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. Holv Soiri ) o .
and gratefully appreciated. y Spirit Parish, Winfield/Crown Point
Timothy & Marcy Kapshandy
$2,500-%9,999 Life Leaders Knights of Columbus Good Shepard Council #10811
Fred & Pat Beckman Drs. Gregory & Janet McComis
Joseph W. Dawson St. James the Less Parish, Highland
Robert & Emily Hynes St. John Bosco Parish, Hammond
Kenneth & Cindy Keilman St. John the Evangelist Parish, St. John
Richard & Sylvia Komyatte St. Mary Catholic Community School, Crown Point
Reverend Theodore J. Mens St. Mary School, Griffith
Our Lady of Consolation Parish, Merrillville St. Michael Catholic School, Schererville
Our Lady of Grace Parish, Highland Thomas & Pat Scully
St. Mary Parish, Griffith Strack & Van Til, LLC
St. Thomas More Parish, Munster James A. Wiltshire

Edward J. Zurawski

Together,

we can double

the number of babies
saved in Lake Co.

Thanks to your generous support...we have served
949% more women in 2017 than we did at this time last year.
Donors like you are the reason we are able to serve so many and,

9 out of 10 times, they choose to bring their babies into the world.
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Jennifer L. Dyer, Executive Director Catholic Charities, Diocese of Gary
Jeffrey Stur, Director of Communications and Advancement
Stefanie Herrera, Program Manager
7127 Indianapolis Boulevard, Hammond, IN 46324

(219) 554-1774

Email: jdyer@catholic-charities.org

BOARD MEMBERS

Barbara Swanson, Calvin Bellamy

President Lucy DiMichele
W. Patrick Downes,

Vice President Fay Donovan

Joe Laciak, Treasurer Janet Furman

Teresa Glotzbach, Richard Komyatte

Secretary Rev. Tom Mischler

Richard Morrisroe, Rev. Edward Moszur

Secretary Terry Quinn

All babies, moms and dads shown in this report are actual Women’s Care Center clients.

Sandra
Snearly-Vosberg

Theresa Switt
Judy Tonk
Adeline Torres
Robert Vellutini
Kenneth Wilk

7127 Indianapolis Boulevard, Hammond, IN 46324
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Non-profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID

South Bend, Indiana
Permit No. 45




